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All aboard for new watershed journey
MARK PLATTS York Daily Record/Sunday News
Updated: ydr.com

Mobilize The Earth makes for a very compelling theme for this year's Earth Day celebration -- and a tall order at the
same time. It's a big planet, after all, and it can be difficult, sometimes, to look at the picture beyond your own
backyard.

This year, however, the theme is especially fitting for the Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area and an exciting new
initiative that we are proud to be a part of: Expedition Chesapeake.

Expedition Chesapeake is a $10 million-$12 million groundbreaking project designed to entertain, educate and,
ultimately, engage -- or mobilize -- the readers of the York Sunday News -- who live in the Chesapeake Bay
watershed.

In fact, the project is designed to mobilize 17 million Americans who live in the six states and the District of
Columbia that this vast natural treasure comprises -- especially those of us along the Susquehanna River, which
supplies 50 percent of the bay's fresh water. The Chesapeake watershed covers 64,000 square miles, a very small
piece of the planet but, still, the largest estuary in the nation and, truly, the lifeblood for our region.

The project was launched by our neighbors at the Whitaker Center for the Science and Arts in Harrisburg. It is
headlined by a new giant-screen film starring ABC and the Animal Planet's Emmy-winning host Jeff Corwin.

The project includes a traveling 4-D science exhibit; an online set of interactive, educational tools; and television
documentaries designed to engage all of us, but especially to capture the attention of the next generation of stewards.

Why are we doing this and, to put it directly: Why should readers of the Sunday News care? This project is designed
to focus on the entire watershed -- including the bay itself and the Susquehanna -- and that means our backyard.

How we live our lives here has a very direct and real impact on the quality of life that people who live downstream
enjoy. And that holds true for the residents of Cooperstown, N.Y., Scranton and Wilkes-Barre as well. How they
farm, fish, produce energy and consume water can dictate the quality of our water and overall environment.

Our mission at the Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area is to build public awareness and understanding of the
Susquehanna's value to our region, state and nation so that we can attract visitors from nearby and around the nation.

In short -- we connect people to the river. But no matter how hard we work and how successful we may or may not
be, much of our environment is driven by what happens north of us.

Iserve on an advisory panel for Expedition Chesapeake that includes numerous environmental experts from across
the region and representatives from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, EPA, the Smithsonian Environmental Research
Center, and the Chesapeake Bay Commission.

Our panel includes leaders from business and agriculture, state and local governments and other stakeholders who all
share a common interest in the long-term health of this watershed. Our job is to bring people together in a
collaborative effort to engage citizens in new ways that have not been tried with other efforts to change the health of
the bay over the past 30 years.

Our hope is that Expedition Chesapeake's educational efforts will bring new awareness and pay long-term dividends
for the welfare of our country's largest estuary and national treasure.

You will be reading more about this project. Jeff Corwin and the production team will be working throughout the
coming weeks and months scouting the entire watershed in anticipation of filming this fall. We are eager to work
with teachers across the state as we develop the educational program.



http://www.ydr.com/letters/ci_20443099/all-aboard-new-watershed-journey?IADID=Search-www.ydr.com-www.ydr.com

Page 2 of 2 23/04/2012 10:48 AM

Please join us for this exciting journey by becoming an Expedition Chesapeake ambassador by visiting our website
at www.expeditionchesapeake.org/ and clicking on the Get Involved link.

To learn more about our work at the Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area, please visit us online at
www.SusquehannaHeritage.org.

Mark Platts is president of Susquehanna Gateway Heritage Area.


