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Expedition Chesapeake EPA Grant Results 
Environmental Protection Agency Supports Expedition Chesapeake  

 
Harrisburg, PA- In November of 2013, Whitaker Center’s educational experience, Expedition 
Chesapeake, received a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as an Environmental 
Education Project. This grant supported the distribution and implementation of six learning modules 
designed to engage and middle school and high school students in furthering their knowledge about 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Each of these modules was designed to allow students to glean 
more about the inhabitants of the Chesapeake Bay watershed by providing them with real-world, 
hands-on learning experiences. By creating a relationship between the students and the environment 
around them on a personal level, the hope is that students will be motivated to take action. The grant 
was in effect during a two year period.  
 
In order to get this program off the ground and into classrooms, teachers had to be recruited directly 
to take advantage of the educational modules. These educators were chosen based upon where they 
were located geographically across the Chesapeake Bay watershed. During the two years that the 
grant supported the program, a total of 206 teachers went through an introductory training session. 
An additional 36 teachers participated in two-hour webinar training sessions and another 206 
teachers participated in six-hour training seminars over the duration of the two years. In total, 448 
teachers across all six watershed states received training on the educational modules.    
 
Expedition Chesapeake is a multi-faceted program that bridges the gap between textbook education 
and real-world learning. All of the separate facets of this ambitious project will culminate in a large-
format film designed to bring the stories of the 17 million Chesapeake Bay watershed residents to 
classrooms everywhere. All components of Expedition Chesapeake are grounded in the real lives of 
families, friends, and neighbors working hard to protect and preserve the country’s largest estuary. In 
addition to a giant screen film and online pieces, Expedition Chesapeake will also feature a 4D 
traveling science exhibit and a series of made-for-television documentaries.  
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